National Federation of State High School Associations

2010‐11 BASKETBALL RULES INTERPRETATIONS

SITUATION 1: Three‐tenths of a second remain on the clock in the second quarter. A1’s throw‐in is “caught”
by A2, released on a try, and the officials count the basket. The coaches do not protest, the officials do not
confer and all participants head to their respective locker rooms. Upon returning to the court with three
minutes remaining in the intermission, the opposing coach asks the officials if the basket should have
counted since the ball was clearly caught and released with three‐tenths of a second on the clock. The
officials realize their error at this point. RULING: The goal counts; this is not a correctable‐error situation as
described in Rule 2‐10. (2‐10; 5‐2‐5)
SITUATION 2: A1 is discovered wearing an illegal headband during a live ball. RULING: Illegal player
equipment shall not be worn and, if discovered, it must be removed immediately. If it cannot be removed
immediately, the player is directed to leave the game. COMMENT: There is no provision to permit a player
directed to leave the game to remain in the game by assessing a technical foul or granting a time‐out. (3‐3‐
4; 3‐3‐5)
SITUATION 3: A1 is fouled in the act of shooting and the try is unsuccessful. As the teams line up for the
free throws, a double technical foul is called on A2 and B2. RULING: False double foul; the penalties are
administered in the order in which they occurred. However, play is resumed after a double technical foul at
the point of interruption. The point of interruption is the free throws awarded to A1 for the shooting foul;
play resumes from the second free throw (as if the double technical foul never happened). (4‐36‐2b)
SITUATION 4: A1’s unsuccessful try for goal is rebounded by B1. As A1 returns to the floor after the missed
try, he/she twists and then grabs the ankle and goes to the floor. B1 passes the ball to B2, who dribbles into
the frontcourt and (a) attempts a try for goal which is not successful but is immediately rebounded by B4
and successfully scored; or (b) attempts a three‐point try for goal which is successful. RULING: In both (a)
and (b), an official stops play by sounding his/her whistle when the try for goal is released by the B player
(player/team control ends on the release for a try). In (a), the successful try by B4 is not scored and play is
resumed using the alternating‐possession procedure. In (b), play is resumed with a throw‐in to Team A
anywhere along the end line. (5‐8‐2 Note)
SITUATION 5: Team A scores a field goal. A1 requests a time‐out from the lead official at the exact same
time that the head coach from Team B requests a time‐out from the trail official. RULING: Both teams are
charged a time‐out. If both request a 30‐second time‐out, the time‐out duration shall be 30 seconds. If one
team requests a 60‐second time‐out and the other a 30, the duration shall be 60 seconds. Once a time‐out
is requested and granted, it shall not be revoked. (5‐8‐3b)
SITUATION 6: On the second attempt of a two‐shot foul, the ball comes to rest on the flange. RULING:
Alternating‐possession throw‐in; the free thrower did not violate the provisions of the free throw. (6‐4‐3)

